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Pruning
Pruning should be minimized for good plant health. When planted and spaced according to its growth 
characteristics, a plant should require little pruning. However, you may remove dead or dying branches 
and crossed or rubbing branches any time of year. When in doubt, call us. Hopefully, these tips will 
enable you to minimize time and expense in caring for your new landscape. Remember to call us if you 
have any questions regarding the ongoing care of your planting. We also would like for you to keep us in 
mind if you wish to add or enhance your landscaping in the future.

Watering New Seed
The goal is to keep new seed moist for 2-3 weeks.  Ideally, the seed is watered 2-3 times per day for 10 
minutes or until you notice excessive runoff.  You do not need to water for long periods of time.  Hand 
watering for a few minutes at a time works great!  You should see new seed germinating after 2-3 weeks.  
For more detailed information on establishing seed, please visit:
https://turf.unl.edu/NebGuides/Establishingturffromseed2012l.pdf 
 
Watering New Sod 
Sod needs to be watered daily for 30-45 minutes after installation. The sod needs to be kept wet for 
approximately two weeks. During hot days, when the sod’s water use and evaporation is the greatest, 
sod may need to be watered more than once a day. Simply put, the sod always needs to be wet until it 
has established a good root structure, usually 2 weeks after installation. After two weeks, lightly try to 
pull up on the sod. If the sod resists being lifted, maintain the duration of the watering (30-45 minutes 
each time), but decrease the frequency of watering to 3-4 days per week.  You may backoff on watering 
for 24 hours to mow the new sod, which helps establish a strong root structure.  For more detailed 
information on establishing sod, please visit:
https://turf.unl.edu/NebGuides/Establishingturffromsod2012m.pdf
 
Winter Watering
It’s important for trees and shrubs to go through fall and into winter with moist soil. It is a good idea to 
water young trees, shrubs, and evergreens before the soil freezes. Roots do not go dormant as quickly 
as stems and branches. While the tops of plants go dormant or stop growing sometime during fall, roots 
continue to grow throughout the fall and even into December if the soil temperatures are not too cold.  
To encourage fall root growth, provide adequate moisture until the soil freezes. Check the soil around 
your trees. An easy way to determine soil moisture is to push a large screwdriver into the soil. If it slides 
in easily, the soil is moist. If you meet more resistance, the soil is dry. If the top foot of soil isn’t moist, 
you need to water. For trees and shrubs, make sure the soil is moist but be careful not to overwater. 
Moisture lost from plants during winter cannot be replaced by the roots, either because the soil is frozen 
or because roots do not function at soil temperatures below 40 degrees Fahrenheit.
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